
SUBJECT: Observations - 80 Lister Avenue Site Visit 

DATE: June 16, 1983 

As requested by TDD-2-8306-18, TAT made a general reconnaissance of the 80 Liter 
Avenue site on June 13, 1983. B i l l Kowalski, Anne Benedict and I observed a large 
portion of the 80 Lister Avenue site from the roof of the Sherwin Williams factory 
building located on the western side of the site. Sherwin Williams contacts for 
faci l i t y access were Mr. B i l l Sessler and Mr. Ed Edwards (Plant Manager) at 
(201)344-7000. 

The Sherwin Williams factory building borders the 80 Lister Avenue site along 
nearly the entire western site edge - approximately 380 feet. We were able to 
make observations of the riverfront area of the site and the western half of the 
site, however the centrally located warehouse on the site largely blocked our view 
of the eastern part of the faci l i t y . 

From our vantage point we were able to view the general areas where FIT samples 
1,2,3,4,7 and 9 were taken. Their general positions are indicated on the attached 
site map and photographic documentation. Due to an obstructed view, we were 
unable to observe sampling areas 5,6 and 8. The approximate length of the Passaic 
River waterfront is 370 feet. As seen in photos 1 and 2, the bulkhead is of wood 
construction. There is no curbing at the waterfront and surface soil extends a l l 
the way to the edge of the bulkhead, presenting the potential for transport of 
contaminated soil or runoff directly into the river. 

The distance from the waterfront to the nearby buildings and dikes ranges from 
about 8 feet to 15 feet. Due to this relatively narrow width, i f fencing is 
required to limit access from the river side, i t may be advantageous to utilize 
existing buildings as natural barriers and provide fence gates between the 
buildings as shown on the attached map. I f this is done, the entire riverfront 
area w i l l be open as a work area i f needed for future waterfront activity. 
Existing fencing is 6 foot in some areas and 7 foot high in others. Location 
indicated on attached map. Post spacing was about 10 foot intervals. 
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TABLE 1 
SAMPLE DESCRIPTIONS 

SAMPLE NUMBER SAMPLE DESCRIPTION 
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-Adjacent t o Bulkhead along Passaic River at n o r t l 
end -ofi s i t e . 

-South side of b u i l d i n g #1. 

-Adjacent t o Bulkhead along Passaic River at north 
end of s i t e . 

-Dnder storage tank a t NW corner of s i t e . 

-Near r a i l r o a d s i d i n g , western edge of s i t e . 

-Adjacent t o storm d r a i n near t a l l stack, NE corne; 

-Adjacent t o r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , SW entrance. 

-Adjacent t o r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , SE entrance. 

-Adjacent t o r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , southern gate. 

-Sample Blank. 

# 





I f one calculates the rough area of the property using dimensions supplied on 
attached tax map, an approximate total area of 134,375 sq.ft. is obtained. 

370' (waterfront) x 4021 (western edge) = 142,450 sq.ft. 
(79*x93') southeast corner area subtracted - 8,075 sq.ft. 

134,375 sq.ft. TOTAL 

This is an approximate 3 acre total area. 

134,375 sq.ft. = 3.085 acres 
43,560 sq.ft./acre 

The buildings take up about one-third of that area, leaving about 2 acres of 
potential area for fabric cover. From our observations, i t appeared that about 
half the ground was soil surface and the other half asphalt surface. 

Please refer to the photographs attached for more detail. 

Attachments. 
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